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The NSW Stem Cell Network is a professional community dedicated to exploring the potential of stem cells
and gene therapies to improve human health. Cell therapies are the foundation of regenerative medicine-
based technologies. The NSW Stem Cell Network focuses on facilitating networking and knowledge-sharing
between researchers and industry professionals. Our goal is to understand the translational steps required to
bring products from the lab to patients, navigating the challenges and opportunities along the way.

This year, the NSW Stem Cell Network is continuing its cooperation with CCRM Australia to provide
commercialisation and training services under the banner of the SMART CRC initiative, supporting the
acceleration of regenerative therapies and their adoption in Australia. 

This workshop – Building Cell Therapy Careers and Companies  – is another in the series which has been put
together to help guide researchers through some of the necessary steps and key challenges facing the
clinical development of cell therapies. This workshop also provides some guidance to students and
researchers who are aiming to enter the cell therapy arena on completion of their studies, or initiate a career
change.

Researcher -focussed  sessions:

What is Out There for Me Beyond Research?
This session aims to identify the different opportunities and career pathways beyond bench work and
academia. A number of researchers, academics and industry professionals discuss their career journeys,
highlighting the varied paths available in the cell therapy arena. Our speakers are Dr Sharon Sagnella, Dr
Felicity Kao, Dr Jane Ng, Dr Michael Morris, Dr Margret Schuller and Dr Daniella Goldberg, many of whom
also sit on the Board of the NSW Stem Cell Network. These accomplished professionals will give their
account of their career progression, including the highlights and pitfalls.

After the presentations, the audience will have the opportunity to engage with the speakers in a Q&A
session to explore how to transition from research to other industries, identify novel and lesser known areas
of work, and learn from the experiences of the panel members. 

Launch of the 9th Edition Snapshot of Regenerative Medicine and Stem Cell Companies
Before lunch, we will be launching the 10th edition of the Snapshot of Stem Cell and Regenerative Medicine
Companies in Australia, presented by Silvio Tiziani from the Centre of Commercialisation of Regenerative
Medicine (CCRM Australia). This is the one place where companies of this nature in Australia can be found.
This can be of assistance for overseas companies to find appropriate partners in our country. The Snapshot
has been used for this purpose by overseas trade missions previously.

Industry Sessions:

Regulatory and Reimbursement
Dr Orin Chisholm will discuss the Therapeutic Goods Act as well as the Gene Technology Act using specific
case studies to illustrate. Warwick Shaw from Johnson and Johnson will provide an overview of Australia's
health technology assessment processes with case studies involving CAR-T cell therapies.

WELCOME
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Industry 101 - How to Bring a Cell and Gene Therapy Product to Market
This session will feature talks from industry professionals who will share their experiences with start-ups and
product commercialisation. This involves talks by CEOs Sam Cobb from Currus Biologics and Dr Kilian Kelly
from Cynata. A roundtable discussion will provide attendees with another opportunity to explore the issues
surrounding cell therapy careers and companies, and ask our professionals for their views and accounts of
their career progression and achievements. A/Prof Stuart Fraser from Culturon and Cicada Innovations Lilly
Bojarski will discuss their experiences in the start up and SME spaces.

We are, as always, extremely grateful to our sponsors, Gilead Sciences, Cryosite, Cynata Therapeutics,  
CCRM Australia, Terumo Blood & Cell Technologies, and our sponsor of morning tea Cytiva, as their support
is crucial to the viability of the NSW Stem Cell Network workshops. We also acknowledge our supporters
Diabetes Australia and the SMART CRC initiative. We encourage all attendees to visit the sponsor booth
during the breaks. 

We hope you enjoy the workshop and continue to support the NSW Stem Cell Network at future events.

WELCOME

Dr Margret Schuller
Board Member
NSW Stem Cell Network
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Deb Rooz
Manager
NSW Stem Cell Network
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Dr Sharon Sagnella joined the Department of Cell & Molecular Therapies (CMT) at Royal Prince
Alfred Hospital (RPAH) as the research and development manager in 2021. She joined CMT with
12 years of process development and commercialisation experience within CSIRO and industry
where she contributed extensively to preclinical development, clinical trials, and the
implementation of new therapies, combined with a successful academic research career. She has
experience in engaging with investors and pharmaceutical company collaborators and was
responsible for facilitating significant investment (financial amounts confidential) within industry. 

She transferred her industry experience to CMT, where she is responsible for overseeing the cell
and gene therapy GMP facility at RPAH as well as liaising with clinical departments to enable
clinical trials involving cell and gene therapies. 

She is also involved in facilitating cell therapy process development with academia and industry to
translate research from bench to bedside and is a Chief Investigator on a $7 million MRFF grant
awarded in 2022 for the development and commercialisation of tissue engineered cartilage. She is
an Editorial Board member for Cytotherapy, an Associate Editor for Frontiers in Drug Delivery,
and a member of the Royal Prince Alfred Hospital Institutional Biosafety Committee.

Sharon is also a member of the Board of the NSW Stem Cell Network.

DR SHARON SAGNELLA
Research and Development Manager
Cell & Molecular Therapies
Royal Prince Alfred Hospital

SPEAKER PROFILE
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DR FELICITY KAO
ANZ medical excellence manager
AbbVie

SPEAKER PROFILE

BIOGRAPHY
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Felicity completed her PhD in oncology and molecular biology in 2016. To gain a better
understanding of the drug development pipeline, she transitioned into the industry; first as a CRA
with IQVIA, followed by MSL at Novartis. During the pandemic, she developed a keen interest in
customer centricity. To fuel her passion for learning, she undertook a secondment with the global
digital Medical Affairs team, as an HCP journey architect lead in 2021. She successfully developed
a blueprint to enable affiliates around the globe to deliver personalised HCP engagement. In 2022,
Felicity took a new role with AbbVie as Medical Excellence Manager, responsible for capability
building for MSLs and Medical Managers. 



DR JANE NG
Account Manager – NSW/ACT
Cytiva

SPEAKER PROFILE

BIOGRAPHY
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Dr Jane Ng is a dedicated professional with a diverse background in the life sciences industry. She
holds both a BSc (Hons) and a BMed Pharma Biotech degree from the University of South
Australia, highlighting her robust academic credentials. Dr. Ng further advanced her education
with a PhD from the University of Technology Sydney, where she made significant contributions
to research in nanomaterials, toxicity, safety, cancer, obesity, and type II diabetes. Her academic
journey also involved roles as a Research Assistant at the University of Technology Sydney and a
Research Administration Officer at the University of Sydney.
 
With over eight years of experience, Dr Ng has adeptly applied her expertise in bioprocessing,
bioproduction, cell and gene therapy, nanomedicine, and cell and molecular biology to drive
commercial sales. Since 2022, she has been working as an Account Manager at Cytiva in Australia.
In this role, she supports research and development efforts ranging from pre-clinical stages to
translational and scale-up manufacturing of modern drugs and biologics, including antibodies,
proteins, nucleic acids, viral vectors, bacteriophages, exosomes, lipid nanoparticles, and cell-based
therapeutics.



DR MICHAEL MORRIS
Sesqui Senior Lecturer in Embryonic Stem Cells 
School of Medical Sciences
The University of Sydney

SPEAKER PROFILE
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NSW Stem Cell Network | www.stemcellnetwork.org.au

Michael graduated with a PhD in biophysics and has experience in a range of environments
including universities, industry, and commercially oriented centres and enterprises. He currently
co-leads a multidisciplinary team combining stem cells and biomaterials with the aim of generating
structures for a variety of clinical applications, and a second team using artificial intelligence and
novel IVF technologies with the aim of revolutionising livestock breeding in first world and
developing countries.

Michael is also a member of the Board of the NSW Stem Cell Network.



Dr Margret Schuller has been deeply involved in biological sciences, contributing significantly to
both research and industry. She has published extensively in life sciences and business and was
the editor of the collaborative textbook <PCR in Clinical Microbiology: An Australian and
International Perspective= (Springer, 2010).

Transitioning from research, Margret moved into the Diagnostics IVD and Life Science sectors
before founding her own company, <Profitable Business Development=. Her expertise spans
business development, demand marketing, market analysis, corporate branding, and knowledge
management. Recently, her company has expanded its offerings to include corporate events
photography.
 
Academically, Margret holds an MBA (2001), and her PhD focused on tacit knowledge transfer
within multinational Medical Device organizations, examining how knowledge flows between
globally dispersed subsidiaries and their parent companies.
 
Margret has also been a dedicated member of the scientific community. She served on the
NSW/ACT branch committee of the Australian Society for Microbiology (ASM) for several years
and spent over 13 years as a committee member and chair of Sponsorship and Industry for the
Australasian Society of Stem Cell Research (ASSCR). Since 2021, she has been a Board member of
the NSW Stem Cell Network, continuing her commitment to advancing stem cell research.

Her career blends scientific expertise, business acumen, and a deep commitment to community
service.

DR MARGRET SCHULLER
Board member
NSW Stem Cell Network

SPEAKER PROFILE

BIOGRAPHY
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Daniella Goldberg PhD Medicine is a science communications consultant & director of Gene Genie
Productions. Her clients extend to medical research institutes, biotechnology (ASX-listed &
private) companies, NGO's, pharmaceutical companies and health and wellness organisations.
More recently she established a wellness business offering yoga therapy & retreats.

Daniella has expertise in producing medical, health and science programs for radio, television &
print media. She also provides counsel to pharmaceutical companies around consumer education
and advocacy to achieve reimbursement of new medicines, diagnostics, vaccines and digital heath
apps. She has led successful health awareness campaigns engaging multiple stakeholders including
Government initiatives such as a China-Australia research conference to promote better
collaborative research. 

Daniella is a co-founder of the NSW Stem Cell Network and has provided pro-bono counsel for
almost 20 years.

DR DANIELLA GOLDBERG
Director Gene Genie Productions

SPEAKER PROFILE

BIOGRAPHY
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DR ORIN CHISHOLM
Academic lead
Pharmaceutical and Medical Device Development programs
Sydney Pharmacy School
Faculty of Medicine and Health
The University of Sydney

SPEAKER PROFILE

BIOGRAPHY
Dr Orin Chisholm is the program director for the postgraduate programs in Pharmaceutical and
Medical Device Development at the University of Sydney. She has spent many years in regulatory
affairs roles in industry and is still a regulatory affairs consultant. She sits on the Board of the
Association of Graduate Regulatory Educators (USA). Orin received the TOPRA, UK award for
excellence in regulatory education in 2017; became a Senior Fellow of the Higher Education
Academy (UK) in 2018 and was elected a Fellow of the Regulatory Affairs Professionals Society
(USA) in 2021. Her research focuses on regulatory science, workforce development and
pharmaceutical policy.
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WARWICK SHAW
Market Access Senior Manager
Cell & Gene Therapies
Johnson & Johnson Innovative Medicine

SPEAKER PROFILE

BIOGRAPHY
Warwick Shaw is the Market Access Senior Manager for Johnson & Johnson Cell & Gene portfolio
of therapies that include CAR-T cell therapies and gene therapies. Warwick has worked across
various roles within Government as a Scientific Assessor and Market Access, Product
Development, Regulatory, Clinical and Quality roles within MedTech, Pharmaceutical and Cell and
Tissue organisations.
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SAM COBB
CEO Currus Biologics 

SPEAKER PROFILE

BIOGRAPHY
Sam Cobb has over 25 years' experience in business development and commercialisation with a
focus on biologics. Sam is the founding CEO of Currus Biologics and over the last 4 years has
translated research developed at the Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre into clinical lead candidates.
Prior to Currus Biologics, Sam was the founding CEO of AdAlta (ASX: 1AD), where Sam saw
AdAlta through several transitions over a 12-year period including listing the company on the ASX.
Sam led the development of AdAlta's novel biologics platform from idea to a Phase I-ready lead
candidate and secured multiple big pharma and biotech deals with its platform. Sam has worked
for several biotech companies and technology transfer companies, focused on the
commercialisation of life-science opportunities. Sam worked at the lab bench at Agen Biomedical
as a research scientist, developing a diagnostic test for point of care application, taking the test
from research through development and to production. Sam has a Bachelor of Science and a
Masters of Intellectual Property Law and has completed the Australian Institute of Company
Directors course.
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DR KILIAN KELLY
CEO Cynata Therapeutics

SPEAKER PROFILE

BIOGRAPHY
Dr Kilian Kelly has over 20 years’ experience in biopharmaceutical research and development,
including more than 13 years focussed on development of mesenchymal stem/stromal (MSC)
based therapies. He is currently Chief Executive Officer and Managing Director at Cynata
Therapeutics, an Australian clinical stage biotechnology company. He joined Cynata in March
2014, initially as Vice President, Product Development, then Chief Operating Officer, before
taking on the role of CEO & MD in July 2023. At Cynata, he has overseen all stages of the
development of the Cymerus™ induced pluripotent stem cell (iPSC)-derived MSC technology,
including the first completed clinical trial of any iPSC-derived product worldwide. 
Dr Kelly previously held positions at Biota Pharmaceuticals, Mesoblast Limited, Kendle
International, Amgen and AstraZeneca. He holds a Masters in Pharmacy from the Robert Gordon
University, Aberdeen, and a PhD in Pharmaceutical Sciences from Strathclyde University, Glasgow.
He is also a Graduate of the Australian Institute of Company Directors (AICD) and a member of the
International Society for Cell and Gene Therapy (ISCT), the International Society for Stem Cell
Research (ISSCR), and the Royal Pharmaceutical Society. Additionally, he currently serves on the
ISSCR Best Practices Regulatory Working Group and the Industry Interface Committee of the
Center for Commercialisation of Regenerative Medicine (CCRM) Australia.
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JOIN THE NSW STEM CELL NETWORK

The NSW Stem Cell Network is a professional community
with an interest in all forms of stem cells. Our all inclusive

free membership makes this network unique in consisting of
not only researchers and practitioners, but members of the

public, industry and government bodies. Our aim is to ensure
effective communication between diverse sectors for the
advancement of stem cell research. As a member, you will

receive invitations to upcoming network and external stem
cell-related events.

Sign up at www.stemcellnetwork.org.au

CAREERS
To advertise positions related to 
the field of stem cells, please email 
a full description of the job offer to
stemcellinfo@stemcellnetwork.org.au

CONTACT
Deb  Rooz

Manager
stemcellmanager@stemcellnetwork.org.au

(02) 9552 9981
NSW Stem Cell Network

26 Arundel St, Glebe, NSW 2037


